Minutes of the Fifty-Fifth Meeting of the Farm Animal Welfare Advisory Council

Location:
Heritage Hotel, Portlaoise
Date:

20th June 2014
Present:
Chairperson Professor P Fottrell, Brid Farrell (DAFM), Niall O’Nuallain (DAFM), Dr Andrew Kelly (ISPCA), Barbara Bent (WSPCA), Sean O’Laoide, Bernadette Earley (TEAGASC), Henry Burns (IFA), John McConnell (DARDNI), Arthur O’Connor (Veterinary Ireland), Alison Hanlon (UCD), Kevin Kinsella (IFA).

Apologies:
Stephen Foley (CILDEHS), John O’Roarke (Veterinary Ireland), Ray Doyle (ICOS).
Secretary:
Niamh Cunningham 

1. Minutes

· The Minutes of the previous meeting of the 27th March 2014 were accepted without change.

2. Presentation from Pat O’Flaherty (IFA) on Pig Welfare. Council thanked Pat for his very informative presentation on pig welfare.
3. Matters Arising

· Chairman congratulated Sean O’Laoide on his recent appointment to the chair of EuroFAWC for a 4 year term.
4. Education Working Group

· The FAWAC booklet on ‘Animal Welfare Guidelines for Horses at Gatherings and Sales’ will be finalised shortly.

·  A first meeting has taken place on the next FAWAC guideline booklet which will deal with ‘on-farm euthanasia of pigs’. 

· In relation to euthanasia in general, it was suggested that Ireland should adopt a pro active approach in dealing with ethical issues and note the difference between welfare and ethics.
· Council agreed that there needs to be an understanding of the balance required to meet the needs of human and animal populations when developing policies. Scandinavian countries through their ethical councils have done some useful work in this area.

5. EWS

· Two further regional meetings have taken place (SW 28th March and SE 1st April) and feedback from the groups continues to be positive with good co-operation between the stakeholders. 
· An issue being identified at EWS meetings are the challenges facing dairy farmers in light of ending of milk quota regime in 2015. 

· Alison Hanlon reported that at a recent FAWC meeting in the UK, the Irish EWS was discussed and on how a similar initiative might work in the UK.

· Feedback from the Animal Welfare Conference held in Dublin Castle on 16 May 2014 demonstrates that EWS was and continues to be a very positive initiative in terms of dealing with animal welfare and potential animal welfare issues in a very collegiate manner.

· Next Steering Group meeting scheduled for autumn.

6. Equine Welfare
DAFM updated Council on equine matters: 
· New transfer of ownership legislation being introduced to take effect from 1st July 2014 requires notification of transfer of ownership. The seller and buyer of a horse will have to sign a declaration that ownership has passed from the seller to the buyer and the latter will be required to notify the Passport Issuing Organisation (PIO) of the transfer. The PIO will then be obliged to up-date the passport showing the new owner and record the transfer on its database. 

· Regulations on the registration of horse premises, which were introduced in 2012, require an owner/person in charge of any premises on which horses are kept to register the premises with DAFM.  Horses presented for slaughter must come from a registered equine premises and to date in the region of 12,000 premises have been registered.
· FAWAC advice on euthanasia of horses continues to be very useful advice. The advice states that in certain circumstances euthanasia is the most humane option for an equine. 
· The new animal welfare guidelines for horses at gatherings and sales will be very beneficial in enhancing horse welfare at fairs and marts.
· A review of the Control of Horses Act has commenced in conjunction with local authorities.

· Council agreed that a meeting of the equine welfare sub-group would be timely.

AOB

Market and Retail Issues
Kevin Kinsella proposed a presentation to Council from Aidan Cotter (An Bord Bia).  Dr Andrew Kelly suggested Dr Julia Raffel (RSPCA) for the same presentation as her team developed the standards for freedom foods.  Council agreed that it would be good to hear from both parties.

SACAHW

The SACAHW has held three meetings to date with a 4th to follow on Monday 23rd June. A sub-group has been set up to address a number of specific questions referred to it by the Minister. 

End
